Case methods in teaching organization of medical care.
This paper describes the use of case methods in teaching the organization of medical care on the two year masters course in social medicine at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. The basic characteristics of the subject and of case methods are related and the teaching implications of their similarities discussed. Terminology and different kinds of case methods are introduced and the objectives of using them on the course are outlined. A brief specimen case report is given to illustrate the use of the case methods approach in practice. It is emphasized that the effective development and use of case methods requires suitable materials, preparation, and teaching skills, and a list of the basic requirements is given. It is concluded that case methods of teaching have generally achieved their objectives on the course and have been well received by the students.